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availability of environmental docu-
ments is important in achieving the 
purposes of NEPA. Therefore, the 
NEPA process shall begin as early as 
possible in the decisionmaking process. 

(b) The EPA publishes a weekly no-
tice in the FEDERAL REGISTER of envi-
ronmental impact statements filed 
during the preceding week. The min-
imum time periods set forth below 
shall be calculated from the date of 
publication of notices in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER. No decision on the proposed 
action may take place until the later 
of the following dates: 

(1) Ninety days after publication of 
the notice of availability for a draft en-
vironmental impact statement (DEIS). 
Draft statements shall be available to 
the public for 15 days prior to any pub-
lic hearing on the DEIS (40 CFR 
1506.6(c)(2)). 

(2) Thirty days after publication of 
the notice of availability for a final en-
vironmental impact statement (FEIS). 
If the FEIS is available to the public 
within ninety days from the avail-
ability of the DEIS, the minimum thir-
ty day period and the minimum nintey 
day period may run concurrently. How-
ever, not less than 45 days from publi-
cation of notice of filing shall be al-
lowed for public comment on draft 
statements prior to filing of the FEIS 
(40 CFR 1506.10(c)). 

§ 775.8 Scoping. 

As soon as practicable after the deci-
sion to prepare an EIS is made, an 
early and open process called 
‘‘scoping’’ shall be used to determine 
the scope of issues to be addressed and 
to identify the significant issues to be 
analyzed in depth related to the pro-
posed action (40 CFR 1501.7). This proc-
ess also serves to deemphasize insig-
nificant issues, narrowing the scope of 
the EIS process accordingly (40 CFR 
1500.4(g)). Scoping results in the identi-
fication by the proponent of the range 
of actions, alternatives, and impacts to 
be considered in the EIS (40 CFR 
1508.25). For any action, this scope may 
depend on the relationship of the pro-
posed action to other existing environ-
mental documentation. 

§ 775.9 Documentation and analysis. 

(a) Environmental documentation 
and analyses required by this rule 
should be integrated as much as prac-
ticable with any environmental stud-
ies, surveys and impact analyses re-
quired by other environmental review 
laws and executive orders (40 CFR 
1502.25). When a cost-benefit analysis 
has been prepared in conjunction with 
an action which also requires a NEPA 
analysis, the cost-benefit analysis shall 
be integrated into the environmental 
documentation. 

(b) CEQ regulations encourage the 
use of tiering whenever appropriate to 
eliminate repetitive discussions of the 
same issues and to focus on the actual 
issues ripe for discussion at each level 
of environmental review (40 CFR 
1502.20). Tiering is accomplished 
through the preparation of a broad pro-
grammatic environmental impact 
statement discussing the impacts of a 
wide ranging or long term stepped pro-
gram followed by narrower statements 
or environmental assessments concen-
trating solely on issues specific to the 
analysis subsequently prepared (40 CFR 
1508.28). 

(1) Appropriate use of tiering: Tiering 
is appropriate when it helps the lead 
agency to focus on issues which are 
ripe for decision and exclude from con-
sideration issues already decided or not 
yet ripe. (40 CFR 1508.28(b).) The se-
quence of statements or analyses is: 

(i) From a broad program, plan, or 
policy environmental impact state-
ment (not necessarily site specific) to a 
subordinate/smaller scope program, 
plan, or policy statement or analysis 
(usually site specific) (40 CFR 1508.28 
(a)). 

(ii) From an environmental impact 
statement on a specific action at an 
early stage (such as need and site selec-
tion) to a supplement (which is pre-
ferred) or a subsequent statement or 
analysis at a later stage (such as envi-
ronmental mitigation) (40 CFR 
1508.28(b)). 

(iii) In addition to the discussion re-
quired by these regulations for inclu-
sion in environmental impact state-
ments, the programmatic environ-
mental impact statement shall also 
discuss: 
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